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Visit buttonsandfigs.com to learn how to record YOUR VERSIONS and share them with us. You Audu visit the Maricopa Audubon Society’s website!

“The desert 
is a high-
pitched 
scream if 
you want it 
to be.”    
from the poem 

“Entering Desert” 
by David Chorlton
 
What sounds  
do you hear in 
the desert?

Audubon Acrostic Poetry Activity
with Maricopa Audubon Society & poet David Chorlton

POEMS BY DAVID CHORLTON

Great Horned
An owl’s call rubs
softly against the darkness: four AM
and no traffic, just a few stars
sprinkled across infinity
and a mountain
 
that folded its wings.
Two syllables repeat
to give each passing second
an echo; daylight’s currency
buys nothing
 
in the kingdom of the claw.

Turkey Vulture
The bird of the blood
hangs from the sun
on a rack of bones.
It is never alone
when it rests with shoulders hunched,
looking for an open wound
to receive its penitent head.
 

ACROSTIC POETRY PLAY

Create an acrostic poem by 
writing lines that begin with 
each letter of the words Owl  
and Vulture.  

MARICOPA AUDUBON SOCIETY  
is an organization of volunteers 
dedicated to the enjoyment of 
birds and other wildlife with a 
primary focus on the protection 
and restoration of the habitat  
of the Southwest through  
fellowship, education, and 
community involvement. 

Kids can join too!
Join a community of people who 
care about nature and our beautiful 
Sonoran Desert! Membership is $20/
year and includes a subscription to 
the Cactus Wren•dition, a printed 
quarterly newsletter.

maricopaaudubon.org
Find an Audubon chapter near you
audubon.org

“Big              , little              , what begins with              ?”
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